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Performance Reporting Scorecard

Focus Area: Safe and Livable Community

Measure: Number of Neighbourhood Seed Grants

Neighbourhood Seed Grants

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Target 30 30 45 45 45 45

Actual

31 31 15 35 38 40

For more information, please contact:

Dave Speers, Neighbourhood Development Coordinator

Telephone: 604-467-7433 Ext. 1 Email: dspeers@mapleridge.ca

Healthy Neighbourhood Development

Target Overview

Building a healthy 

community one 

neighbourhood at a 

time, through the 

promotion and 

implementation of the 

Neighbourhood ‘Seed 

Grant’ program.

Building healthy neighbourhoods through community education, supporting 

the development of connections and networks, and by developing and 

promoting programs and tools designed to assist in strengthening 

neighbourhoods.
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Additional Information

The number of Seed Grants administered in 2010 was 31, just slightly above the target 

number expected. The Building Community Solutions Steering Committee, after losing long-

term United Way funding, received small financial contributions from both Maple Ridge and 

Pitt Meadows. The Committee continued to look for sustainable funding for this valuable 

program that encourages healthy neighbourhoods in our community.

The number of Seed Grants administered in 2009 was down due a gap in funding source. 

The Building Community Solutions Steering Committee was notified by United Way of the 

Lower Mainland that this project which had been funded since 2000 would no longer been 

funded. Since that time, a small amount of additional funding was received to support a 

smaller number of Seed Grants. The Committee continues to look for sustainable funding for 

this valuable program that encourages healthy neighbourhoods in our community. The 

target has been lowered for 2010 from 40 to 30.

In 2010, at the Neighbourhood Futures' conference, one of the recommendations was to create a link 

between residents and neighbourhoods as well with the municipality. This recommendation helped 

stimulate the creation of the Neighbourhood Development Coordinator position from the Community 

Services Department, who would oversee this program and act as a liaison to the Social Planning Advisory 

Committee.

The Neighbourhood Development section of Community Services encourages health and well-being. One 

of the goals of this area is to educate citizens regarding neighbourhood health, to support connections, 

network development, and to develop and promote programs and tools that assist in strengthening 

neighbourhoods. 

For more information, a block party application, and neighbourhood contacts:

View Neighbourhood Development webpage

The number of Seed Grants administered in 2011 was 31.  

Streamlining of the application process, inclusion of insurance options in the application, 

and promotion at high profile community events resulted in a significant increase in the 

number of Seed Grants awarded.

Seed Grants administered went down in 2012 due to a vacancy in Neighbourhood 

Development Coordinator position.

Many first time neighbourhoods hosted a block party in 2014. The application process was 

reviewed by Neighbourhood Champions (identified residents from given geographical areas) 

and Staff, and the outcome was to keep the process as is. Looking to build partnerships with 

local businesses to provide a comprehensive block party package in 2015.    

The number of Block Party Seed Grants awarded continues to increase.  Some examples of 

the block parties include:  an annual gathering, plant swap, book club, open house, bbq or 

potluck, games & prizes, live music & facepainting, outdoor movies, rural gathering, safety 

discussions, gardening, and a new subdivision.
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